
Name Date

Spelling Bee Words: Hard
Words with four or more syllables, and what they mean. Dots 
split the syllables. 5th grade · words 1–20 of 40

accordion ac · cor · di · on noun an instrument you squeeze in and out while 
pressing keys or buttons

archipelago ar · chi · pel · a · go noun a group of islands

armadillo ar · ma · dil · lo noun a small animal with a shell of bony plates

asparagus as · par · a · gus noun a vegetable with long green spears

ceremony cer · e · mo · ny noun a formal event held for a special occasion, such 
as a graduation

circulation cir · cu · la · tion noun the movement of blood through the body

constellation con · stel · la · tion noun a group of stars that forms a pattern in the sky

ingredient in · gre · di · ent noun one of the things that goes into a recipe or 
mixture

marionette mar · i · o · nette noun a puppet moved by strings

millimeter mil · li · me · ter noun a tiny unit of length; there are 10 millimeters 
in a centimeter

perpendicular per · pen · dic · u · lar adjective meeting another line to form a right angle

pollination pol · li · na · tion noun moving pollen from one flower to another so 
seeds can form

quadrilateral quad · ri · lat · er · al noun a flat shape with four straight sides

rhinoceros rhi · noc · er · os noun a huge animal with thick skin and one or two 
horns on its nose

satisfaction sat · is · fac · tion noun a pleased feeling when you get what you 
wanted or finish a job well

university u · ni · ver · si · ty noun a school for higher learning after high school

appreciation ap · pre · ci · a · tion noun a feeling of thanks, or of seeing the value of 
something

biographer bi · og · ra · pher noun a person who writes the story of someone 
else's life

calamity ca · lam · i · ty noun a terrible event, a disaster

congratulations con · grat · u · la · tions noun words that tell someone you are happy about 
their success

Check each word you can spell and explain. Ask a partner to read you a meaning, then spell the word 
that matches.
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Words with four or more syllables, and what they mean. 
Dots split the syllables. 5th grade · words 21–40 of 40

determination de · ter · mi · na · tion noun not giving up, even when something is hard

exhilarating ex · hil · a · rat · ing adjective very exciting and thrilling

hieroglyphics hi · er · o · glyph · ics noun a writing system that uses pictures, used in 
ancient Egypt

imaginative im · ag · i · na · tive adjective good at thinking up new ideas; creative

inevitable in · ev · i · ta · ble adjective sure to happen; cannot be avoided

irrigation ir · ri · ga · tion noun bringing water to crops through pipes or 
ditches

legislature leg · is · la · ture noun a group of people who make laws

literature lit · er · a · ture noun written works such as stories, poems and plays

meteorologist me · te · or · ol · o · gist noun a scientist who studies and predicts the 
weather

monopoly mo · nop · o · ly noun complete control of a product or service by one 
company

optimistic op · ti · mis · tic adjective expecting good things to happen

participate par · tic · i · pate verb to take part in something

phenomenal phe · nom · e · nal adjective amazing; far better than usual

radiation ra · di · a · tion noun energy that travels in rays or waves, such as 
light or heat from the sun

unanimous u · nan · i · mous adjective agreed to by everyone

ventilation ven · ti · la · tion noun the movement of fresh air into a room or 
building

affectionate af · fec · tion · ate adjective showing love and care

alternative al · ter · na · tive noun another choice

anticipate an · tic · i · pate verb to expect something and get ready for it

apostrophe a · pos · tro · phe noun a punctuation mark (') used in contractions and 
to show ownership

Check each word you can spell and explain. Ask a partner to read you a meaning, then spell the word 
that matches.
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