
Name Date

Spelling Bee Words: Medium
Words with three syllables, and what they mean. Dots split 
the syllables. 5th grade · words 1–20 of 40

alpaca al · pa · ca noun a South American animal related to the llama, 
raised for its soft wool

altitude al · ti · tude noun how high something is above sea level or the 
ground

ancestor an · ces · tor noun a family member who lived long ago, such as a 
great-great-grandparent

bonanza bo · nan · za noun a sudden source of great wealth or luck

boulevard bou · le · vard noun a wide city street, often lined with trees

buffalo buf · fa · lo noun a large wild ox; in North America, another 
name for the bison

burrito bur · ri · to noun a flour tortilla wrapped around a filling such as 
beans or meat

caravan car · a · van noun a group of people and animals or vehicles 
traveling together

cavalry cav · al · ry noun soldiers who fought on horseback

celery cel · er · y noun a vegetable with long, crunchy green stalks

chimpanzee chim · pan · zee noun a smart African ape that lives in groups

coconut co · co · nut noun the large, hard-shelled nut of a palm tree, with 
white meat inside

corridor cor · ri · dor noun a long hallway

detective de · tec · tive noun a person whose job is to solve crimes or 
mysteries

emerald em · er · ald noun a bright green gemstone

escapade es · ca · pade noun a wild or daring adventure

fingerprint fin · ger · print noun the pattern of lines on the tip of a finger

gazebo ga · ze · bo noun a small, open-sided building with a roof, in a 
park or garden

guarantee guar · an · tee noun a promise that something will happen or will 
work

horizon hor · i · zon noun the line where the land or sea seems to meet 
the sky

Check each word you can spell and explain. Ask a partner to read you a meaning, then spell the word 
that matches.
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Name Date

Spelling Bee Words: Medium
Words with three syllables, and what they mean. Dots split 
the syllables. 5th grade · words 21–40 of 40

iguana i · gua · na noun a large lizard of hot places in the Americas

intestine in · tes · tine noun the long tube below the stomach that helps 
digest food

labyrinth lab · y · rinth noun a maze of paths where it is easy to get lost

licorice lic · o · rice noun a chewy black or red candy

manatee man · a · tee noun a large, gentle sea mammal that eats plants

marigold mar · i · gold noun a garden plant with orange or yellow flowers

melody mel · o · dy noun a tune; the main notes of a song

musketeer mus · ke · teer noun a soldier long ago who carried a gun called a 
musket

quarantine quar · an · tine noun a time when people or animals are kept apart 
so a disease does not spread

recipe rec · i · pe noun directions for making a food

safari sa · fa · ri noun a trip to see or photograph wild animals, 
especially in Africa

scavenger scav · en · ger noun an animal that eats dead animals or garbage

sequoia se · quoi · a noun a giant evergreen tree of California, one of the 
largest trees on Earth

silhouette sil · hou · ette noun a dark shape or outline seen against a light 
background

tangerine tan · ge · rine noun a small, sweet orange that is easy to peel

tuxedo tux · e · do noun a fancy suit for formal events

venison ven · i · son noun meat from a deer

wallaby wal · la · by noun an Australian animal like a small kangaroo

wolverine wol · ver · ine noun a strong, fierce animal of the far north, related 
to the weasel

helium he · li · um noun a light gas used to fill balloons so they float

Check each word you can spell and explain. Ask a partner to read you a meaning, then spell the word 
that matches.
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