
Name Date

Spelling Words: Week 16
Words with silent letters in kn, wr, gn and mb, as in kneel, wreck, gnaw and 
crumb. 3rd grade

1. knob
2. kneel
3. knapsack
4. wreck
5. wrench
6. wreath
7. wrestle
8. gnaw

9. gnat
10. sign
11. design
12. plumber
13. crumb
14. limb
15. comb

Challenge words: knowledge campaign debt

Bold letters show this week’s spelling pattern. Challenge words follow the same pattern; 
they are extra, for spellers who are ready for more.

Spelling tip
Some letters are silent. The k in kn, the w in wr and the g in gn make no sound at the start of 
a word. At the end of a word, gn says /n/ (sign) and mb says /m/ (crumb).

Practice at home Test day: 

Monday Read the list. Spell each word out loud, then write it once.

Tuesday Rainbow write: trace each word, then write it on your own.

Wednesday Sort the words by pattern. Fill in the missing letters.

Thursday Put the words in ABC order. Finish the sentences.

Friday Spelling test. You’ve got this!
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Name Date

Rainbow Write: Week 16
Trace each word three times, in three colors. Then write it on your own.

1. 6. 11.

2. 7. 12.

3. 8. 13.

4. 9. 14.

5. 10. 15.
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Name Date

Word Sort: Week 16
Read each word. Write it under its spelling pattern.

Words to sort

wrench knapsack comb wrestle crumb
plumber wreck limb design wreath

kneel gnat knob sign gnaw

kn
silent k

wr
silent w

gn
silent g

mb
silent b

Your turn: write a sentence with two words from the sort.

Tip: read each word out loud. Look for the letters it shares with a heading.
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Name Date

Missing Letters: Week 16
Use your spelling words. Write the missing letters. Then write the whole word.

Spelling words

comb crumb design gnat gnaw
knapsack kneel knob limb plumber

sign wreath wreck wrench wrestle

1. neel 6. rench 11. si n

2. lim 7. desi n 12. naw

3. restle 8. crum 13. reath

4. com 9. nob 14. napsack

5. plum er 10. reck 15. nat
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Name Date

ABC Order: Week 16
Write the words in ABC order. When the first letters match, keep going until you find a 
letter that is different.

a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z

gnaw wreck knapsack sign
design wrench gnat wrestle

plumber knob wreath kneel

1. 7.

2. 8.

3. 9.

4. 10.

5. 11.

6. 12.

Tip: cross out each word in the box as you write it.
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Name Date

Spelling Sentences: Week 16
Read each sentence. Write the spelling word that fits.

Use these words

sign limb wreck gnaw crumb
plumber wreath comb knob kneel

1. Turn the  to open the door.

2. We  on the grass to pull weeds.

3. Divers swam around an old ship .

4. We hung a pine  on the front door.

5. Mice can  through a cardboard box.

6. Stop at the red .

7. The  fixed the leaky pipe.

8. Birds pecked at every bread .

9. A bird sat on a high  of the oak tree.

10. Use a  to get the knots out of your hair.

Your turn: write a sentence with two of your other spelling words.
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Name Date

Spelling Test: Week 16
Listen to each word. Write it on the line.

1. 9.

2. 10.

3. 11.

4. 12.

5. 13.

6. 14.

7. 15.

8.

Listen to the sentence. Write it.

Score:  out of 15
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Word Sort: Week 16
Each word under its spelling pattern.

Words to sort

wrench knapsack comb wrestle crumb
plumber wreck limb design wreath

kneel gnat knob sign gnaw

kn
silent k

wr
silent w

gn
silent g

mb
silent b

Your turn: write a sentence with two words from the sort.

Answers will vary. Check the spelling words, a capital letter at the start and an end mark.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Missing Letters: Week 16
The missing letters and the whole words.

Spelling words

comb crumb design gnat gnaw
knapsack kneel knob limb plumber

sign wreath wreck wrench wrestle

1.
k neel 6.

w rench 11. si g n

2. lim b
7. desi g n 12.

g naw

3.
w restle 8. crum b

13.
w reath

4. com b
9.

k nob 14.
k napsack

5. plum b er 10.
w reck 15.

g nat
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

ABC Order: Week 16
The words in ABC order.

a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z

gnaw wreck knapsack sign
design wrench gnat wrestle

plumber knob wreath kneel

1. 7.

2. 8.

3. 9.

4. 10.

5. 11.

6. 12.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Spelling Sentences: Week 16
The word that fits each sentence.

Use these words

sign limb wreck gnaw crumb
plumber wreath comb knob kneel

1. Turn the  to open the door.

2. We  on the grass to pull weeds.

3. Divers swam around an old ship .

4. We hung a pine  on the front door.

5. Mice can  through a cardboard box.

6. Stop at the red .

7. The  fixed the leaky pipe.

8. Birds pecked at every bread .

9. A bird sat on a high  of the oak tree.

10. Use a  to get the knots out of your hair.

Your turn: write a sentence with two of your other spelling words.

Answers will vary. Check the spelling words, a capital letter at the start and an end mark.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Spelling Test: Week 16
Read each word, say it in a short sentence, then read it again.

1. knapsack 6. wrestle 11. wrench

2. plumber 7. comb 12. gnaw

3. gnat 8. wreath 13. sign

4. crumb 9. limb 14. wreck

5. knob 10. design 15. kneel

Sentence to read aloud

The plumber used a wrench.

Checking the test

• Give one point for each word spelled correctly. The sentence is a bonus: look for the 
spelling words, a capital letter at the start, an end mark and spaces between words.

• Look at the mistakes, not just the score. A child who spells every sound but uses the 
wrong pattern (for example ai where the word needs ay) knows the sounds and needs 
more practice with the pattern.

• Put missed words on next week’s list as extra practice, and add the challenge words for 
spellers who got every word right.
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