
Name Date

Spelling Words: Week 1
Words with closed syllables, as in lesson and public. 4th grade

1. lesson

2. gallon

3. cannon

4. tennis

5. kennel

6. gossip

7. attic

8. public

9. contest

10. goblin

11. insult

12. subject

13. witness

14. upset

15. pigment

Challenge words: accomplish mammoth cobweb

Bold letters show this week’s spelling pattern. Challenge words follow the same 
pattern; they are extra, for spellers who are ready for more.

Spelling tip
A closed syllable ends with a consonant, so its vowel is short. When two consonants 
stand between two vowels, split the word between them: les-son, pub-lic. Spell one 
syllable at a time.

Practice at home Test day: 

Monday Read the list. Spell each word out loud, then write it once.

Tuesday Rainbow write: trace each word, then write it on your own.

Wednesday Sort the words by pattern. Fill in the missing letters.

Thursday Put the words in ABC order. Finish the sentences.

Friday Spelling test. You’ve got this!
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Name Date

Rainbow Write: Week 1
Trace each word three times, in three colors. Then write it on your own.

1. 9.

2. 10.

3. 11.

4. 12.

5. 13.

6. 14.

7. 15.

8.
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Name Date

Word Sort: Week 1
Read each word. Write it under its spelling pattern.

Words to sort

attic insult lesson witness tennis
contest cannon gallon pigment subject
gossip kennel goblin upset public

same letters
like les-son

different letters
like pub-lic

Tip: read each word out loud. Look for the letters it shares with a heading.
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Name Date

Missing Letters: Week 1
Use your spelling words. Write the missing letters. Then write the whole word.

Spelling words

attic cannon contest gallon goblin
gossip insult kennel lesson pigment
public subject tennis upset witness

1. ga on 6. te is 11. ke el

2. go in 7. pu ic 12. pi ent

3. wi ess 8. su ect 13. le on

4. u et 9. i ult 14. a ic

5. co est 10. ca on 15. go ip
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Name Date

ABC Order: Week 1
Write the words in ABC order. Same first two letters? Look at the third letter.

a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z

lesson ledge contest tennis

insult gallon goblin public

gossip attic cannon kennel

1. 7.

2. 8.

3. 9.

4. 10.

5. 11.

6. 12.

Tip: cross out each word in the box as you write it.
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Name Date

Spelling Sentences: Week 1
Read each sentence. Write the spelling word that fits.

Use these words

tennis kennel contest attic lesson
cannon public upset gallon witness

1. Mrs. Diaz taught a short  on how to divide.

2. Dad bought a  of milk at the store.

3. The pirates fired the  at the ship.

4. We hit the ball over the net when we play .

5. Our dogs stay at a  when we go on vacation.

6. We store old boxes in the  under the roof.

7. Anyone can swim at the  pool in the park.

8. I won first prize in the drawing .

9.
A  saw the crash and told the police what 
happened.

10. My stomach was  after I ate too much candy.

Your turn: write a sentence with two of your other spelling words.
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Name Date

Spelling Test: Week 1
Listen to each word. Write it on the line.

1. 9.

2. 10.

3. 11.

4. 12.

5. 13.

6. 14.

7. 15.

8.

Listen to the sentence. Write it.

Score:  out of 15
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Word Sort: Week 1
Each word under its spelling pattern.

Words to sort

attic insult lesson witness tennis
contest cannon gallon pigment subject
gossip kennel goblin upset public

same letters
like les-son

different letters
like pub-lic
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Missing Letters: Week 1
The missing letters and the whole words.

Spelling words

attic cannon contest gallon goblin
gossip insult kennel lesson pigment
public subject tennis upset witness

1. ga l l on 6. te n n is 11. ke n n el

2. go b l in 7. pu b l ic 12. pi g m ent

3. wi t n ess 8. su b j ect 13. le s s on

4. u p s et 9. i n s ult 14. a t t ic

5. co n t est 10. ca n n on 15. go s s ip
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

ABC Order: Week 1
The words in ABC order. Review words from other weeks: ledge.

a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z

lesson ledge contest tennis

insult gallon goblin public

gossip attic cannon kennel

1. 7.

2. 8.

3. 9.

4. 10.

5. 11.

6. 12.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Spelling Sentences: Week 1
The word that fits each sentence.

Use these words

tennis kennel contest attic lesson
cannon public upset gallon witness

1. Mrs. Diaz taught a short  on how to divide.

2. Dad bought a  of milk at the store.

3. The pirates fired the  at the ship.

4. We hit the ball over the net when we play .

5. Our dogs stay at a  when we go on vacation.

6. We store old boxes in the  under the roof.

7. Anyone can swim at the  pool in the park.

8. I won first prize in the drawing .

9.
A  saw the crash and told the police what 
happened.

10. My stomach was  after I ate too much candy.

Your turn: write a sentence with two of your other spelling words.

Answers will vary. Check the spelling words, a capital letter at the start and an end mark.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Spelling Test: Week 1
Read each word, say it in a short sentence, then read it again.

1. upset 6. gossip 11. cannon

2. insult 7. gallon 12. kennel

3. witness 8. lesson 13. goblin

4. attic 9. public 14. tennis

5. pigment 10. subject 15. contest

Sentence to read aloud

We had a tennis lesson at the public park.

Checking the test

• Give one point for each word spelled correctly. The sentence is a bonus: look for the 
spelling words, a capital letter at the start, an end mark and spaces between words.

• Look at the mistakes, not just the score. A child who spells every sound but picks the 
wrong pattern (for example -ance where the word needs -ence, or one r in preferred) 
knows the sounds and needs more practice with the pattern or rule.

• Put missed words on next week’s list as extra practice, and add the challenge words for 
spellers who got every word right.
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