
Name Date

Spelling Words: Week 12
Words with the endings -age, -dge and -nge, as in package, porridge and 
sponge. 4th grade

1. package

2. village

3. courage

4. luggage

5. message

6. porridge

7. cartridge

8. grudge

9. smudge

10. ledge

11. challenge

12. exchange

13. plunge

14. lounge

15. sponge

Challenge words: advantage beverage scavenge

Bold letters show this week’s spelling pattern. Challenge words follow the same 
pattern; they are extra, for spellers who are ready for more.

Spelling tip
At the end of a longer word, -age says /ij/ (pack-age). After a short vowel, the /j/ 
sound is spelled dge (por-ridge, grudge). After n, it is spelled ge (sponge, ex-change).

Practice at home Test day: 

Monday Read the list. Spell each word out loud, then write it once.

Tuesday Rainbow write: trace each word, then write it on your own.

Wednesday Sort the words by pattern. Fill in the missing letters.

Thursday Put the words in ABC order. Finish the sentences.

Friday Spelling test. You’ve got this!
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Name Date

Rainbow Write: Week 12
Trace each word three times, in three colors. Then write it on your own.

1. 9.

2. 10.

3. 11.

4. 12.

5. 13.

6. 14.

7. 15.

8.
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Name Date

Word Sort: Week 12
Read each word. Write it under its spelling pattern.

Words to sort

village ledge sponge plunge package
challenge luggage smudge lounge courage
cartridge message porridge exchange grudge

-age
like package

-dge
like porridge

-nge
like sponge

Your turn: write a sentence with two words from the sort.

Tip: read each word out loud. Look for the letters it shares with a heading.
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Name Date

Missing Letters: Week 12
Use your spelling words. Write the missing letters. Then write the whole word.

Spelling words

cartridge challenge courage exchange grudge
ledge lounge luggage message package

plunge porridge smudge sponge village

1. pack 6. smu 11. cartri

2. vill 7. mess 12. exchan

3. loun 8. le 13. gru

4. spon 9. cour 14. challen

5. lugg 10. plun 15. porri
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Name Date

ABC Order: Week 12
Write the words in ABC order. Same first two letters? Look at the third letter.

a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z

smudge package cartridge parachute

message ledge courage luggage

village porridge visited grudge

1. 7.

2. 8.

3. 9.

4. 10.

5. 11.

6. 12.

Tip: cross out each word in the box as you write it.
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Name Date

Spelling Sentences: Week 12
Read each sentence. Write the spelling word that fits.

Use these words

sponge village exchange grudge smudge
ledge package message porridge courage

1. The mail carrier left a heavy  on the porch.

2. Our family lives in a small  by the sea.

3. It took  to jump off the high dive.

4. Leave a  after the beep.

5. The three bears ate  for breakfast.

6. Don't hold a ; forgive and forget.

7. Wipe the  of paint off your cheek.

8. A bird built a nest on the window .

9. Can I  this shirt for a bigger size?

10. Squeeze the water out of the .

Your turn: write a sentence with two of your other spelling words.
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Name Date

Spelling Test: Week 12
Listen to each word. Write it on the line.

1. 9.

2. 10.

3. 11.

4. 12.

5. 13.

6. 14.

7. 15.

8.

Listen to the sentence. Write it.

Score:  out of 15
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Word Sort: Week 12
Each word under its spelling pattern.

Words to sort

village ledge sponge plunge package
challenge luggage smudge lounge courage
cartridge message porridge exchange grudge

-age
like package

-dge
like porridge

-nge
like sponge

Your turn: write a sentence with two words from the sort.

Answers will vary. Check the spelling words, a capital letter at the start and an end mark.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Missing Letters: Week 12
The missing letters and the whole words.

Spelling words

cartridge challenge courage exchange grudge
ledge lounge luggage message package

plunge porridge smudge sponge village

1. pack a g e
6. smu d g e 11. cartri d g e

2. vill a g e
7. mess a g e 12. exchan g e

3. loun g e
8. le d g e

13. gru d g e

4. spon g e
9. cour a g e 14. challen g e

5. lugg a g e
10. plun g e 15. porri d g e
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

ABC Order: Week 12
The words in ABC order. Review words from other weeks: parachute, visited.

a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z

smudge package cartridge parachute

message ledge courage luggage

village porridge visited grudge

1. 7.

2. 8.

3. 9.

4. 10.

5. 11.

6. 12.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Spelling Sentences: Week 12
The word that fits each sentence.

Use these words

sponge village exchange grudge smudge
ledge package message porridge courage

1. The mail carrier left a heavy  on the porch.

2. Our family lives in a small  by the sea.

3. It took  to jump off the high dive.

4. Leave a  after the beep.

5. The three bears ate  for breakfast.

6. Don't hold a ; forgive and forget.

7. Wipe the  of paint off your cheek.

8. A bird built a nest on the window .

9. Can I  this shirt for a bigger size?

10. Squeeze the water out of the .

Your turn: write a sentence with two of your other spelling words.

Answers will vary. Check the spelling words, a capital letter at the start and an end mark.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Spelling Test: Week 12
Read each word, say it in a short sentence, then read it again.

1. challenge 6. lounge 11. ledge

2. grudge 7. village 12. message

3. exchange 8. courage 13. smudge

4. package 9. porridge 14. sponge

5. cartridge 10. luggage 15. plunge

Sentence to read aloud

The package had a message inside.

Checking the test

• Give one point for each word spelled correctly. The sentence is a bonus: look for the 
spelling words, a capital letter at the start, an end mark and spaces between words.

• Look at the mistakes, not just the score. A child who spells every sound but picks the 
wrong pattern (for example -ance where the word needs -ence, or one r in preferred) 
knows the sounds and needs more practice with the pattern or rule.

• Put missed words on next week’s list as extra practice, and add the challenge words for 
spellers who got every word right.
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