
Name Date

Spelling Words: Week 13
Words with the suffixes -cian and -ian for people, as in musician and 
historian. 5th grade

1. musician

2. magician

3. physician

4. technician

5. politician

6. optician

7. pediatrician

8. beautician

9. historian

10. comedian

11. guardian

12. civilian

13. custodian

14. veterinarian

15. pedestrian

Challenge words: mathematician statistician humanitarian

Bold letters show this week’s spelling pattern. Challenge words follow the same 
pattern; they are extra, for spellers who are ready for more.

Spelling tip
-ian means 'a person who.' If the base word ends in -ic, keep the c and add -ian: 
music, musician; magic, magician. The c now says /sh/. For other words, just add -ian: 
guard, guardian; a final y drops: history, historian.

Practice at home Test day: 

Monday Read the list. Spell each word out loud, then write it once.

Tuesday Rainbow write: trace each word, then write it on your own.

Wednesday Sort the words by pattern. Fill in the missing letters.

Thursday Put the words in ABC order. Finish the sentences.

Friday Spelling test. You’ve got this!
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Name Date

Rainbow Write: Week 13
Trace each word three times, in three colors. Then write it on your own.

1. 9.

2. 10.

3. 11.

4. 12.

5. 13.

6. 14.

7. 15.

8.
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Name Date

Word Sort: Week 13
Read each word. Write it under its spelling pattern.

Words to sort

politician optician historian comedian guardian
civilian physician veterinarian technician pediatrician

beautician magician musician custodian pedestrian

-cian
music, musician

-ian
history, historian

Tip: read each word out loud. Look for the letters it shares with a heading.
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Name Date

Missing Letters: Week 13
Use your spelling words. Write the missing letters. Then write the whole word.

Spelling words
beautician civilian comedian custodian guardian
historian magician musician optician pedestrian

pediatrician physician politician technician veterinarian

1. physi 6. techni 11. custod

2. comed 7. civil 12. beauti

3. guard 8. musi 13. politi

4. veterinar 9. histor 14. magi

5. pediatri 10. pedestr 15. opti
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Name Date

ABC Order: Week 13
Write the words in ABC order. When the first letters match, keep going letter by letter 
until one is different.

a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z

comedian optician politician pedestrian

pediatrician musician technician magician

physician museum beautician historian

1. 7.

2. 8.

3. 9.

4. 10.

5. 11.

6. 12.

Tip: cross out each word in the box as you write it.
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Name Date

Spelling Sentences: Week 13
Read each sentence. Write the spelling word that fits.

Use these words

politician comedian optician veterinarian musician
guardian custodian magician technician historian

1. The  played three songs on the cello.

2. The  pulled a rabbit out of a hat.

3. The  fixed our broken computer.

4. The  gave a speech asking people to vote for her.

5. An  helped me pick out new eyeglasses.

6. The  told us about life in ancient Rome.

7. The  told jokes, and the audience roared with laughter.

8. A parent or  must sign the permission slip.

9. The  mopped the cafeteria floor after lunch.

10. The  gave my cat a shot.

Your turn: write a sentence with two of your other spelling words.
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Name Date

Spot the Misspelling: Week 13
One spelling word in each sentence is spelled wrong. Circle it. Write it correctly on the 
line.

1. The musition played the violin in the park.

2. A physision listened to my heartbeat.

3. A technition came to fix our computer.

4.
The politition gave a speech in the town 
square.

5.
The optition fixed the loose screw on my 
glasses.

6.
Leila sees her pediatrition once a year for a 
checkup.

7. The beautition gave my aunt a fresh haircut.

8. A historien studies events from long ago.

9.
A comedien at the fair did silly voices for the 
kids.

10. Every pedestrain should use the crosswalk.
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Name Date

Spelling Test: Week 13
Listen to each word. Write it on the line.

1. 9.

2. 10.

3. 11.

4. 12.

5. 13.

6. 14.

7. 15.

8.

Listen to each sentence. Write it.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Score:  out of 15
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Word Sort: Week 13
Each word under its spelling pattern.

Words to sort

politician optician historian comedian guardian
civilian physician veterinarian technician pediatrician

beautician magician musician custodian pedestrian

-cian
music, musician

-ian
history, historian
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Missing Letters: Week 13
The missing letters and the whole words.

Spelling words
beautician civilian comedian custodian guardian
historian magician musician optician pedestrian

pediatrician physician politician technician veterinarian

1. physi c i a n 6. techni c i a n 11. custod i a n

2. comed i a n 7. civil i a n 12. beauti c i a n

3. guard i a n 8. musi c i a n 13. politi c i a n

4. veterinar i a n 9. histor i a n 14. magi c i a n

5. pediatri c i a n 10. pedestr i a n 15. opti c i a n
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

ABC Order: Week 13
The words in ABC order. Review words from other weeks: museum.

a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z

comedian optician politician pedestrian

pediatrician musician technician magician

physician museum beautician historian

1. 7.

2. 8.

3. 9.

4. 10.

5. 11.

6. 12.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Spelling Sentences: Week 13
The word that fits each sentence.

Use these words

politician comedian optician veterinarian musician
guardian custodian magician technician historian

1. The  played three songs on the cello.

2. The  pulled a rabbit out of a hat.

3. The  fixed our broken computer.

4. The  gave a speech asking people to vote for her.

5. An  helped me pick out new eyeglasses.

6. The  told us about life in ancient Rome.

7. The  told jokes, and the audience roared with laughter.

8. A parent or  must sign the permission slip.

9. The  mopped the cafeteria floor after lunch.

10. The  gave my cat a shot.

Your turn: write a sentence with two of your other spelling words.

Answers will vary. Check the spelling words, a capital letter at the start and an end mark.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Spot the Misspelling: Week 13
The misspelled word circled, and the right spelling.

1. The musition  played the violin in the park.

2. A physision  listened to my heartbeat.

3. A technition  came to fix our computer.

4.
The politition  gave a speech in the town 
square.

5.
The optition  fixed the loose screw on my 
glasses.

6.
Leila sees her pediatrition  once a year for a 
checkup.

7. The beautition  gave my aunt a fresh haircut.

8. A historien  studies events from long ago.

9.
A comedien  at the fair did silly voices for the 
kids.

10. Every pedestrain  should use the crosswalk.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Spelling Test: Week 13
Read each word, say it in a short sentence, then read it again.

1. magician 6. politician 11. custodian

2. civilian 7. pedestrian 12. guardian

3. musician 8. veterinarian 13. comedian

4. historian 9. technician 14. optician

5. physician 10. pediatrician 15. beautician

Sentences to read aloud Read each one twice. Spelling words are in bold.

1. The magician and the comedian made us laugh.
2. The magician pulled a coin from my ear.
3. Our custodian keeps the school clean and safe.
4. A veterinarian checked our cat's teeth.

Checking the test

• Give one point for each word spelled correctly. The sentences are a bonus: look for the 
spelling words, a capital letter at the start, an end mark and spaces between words.

• Look at the mistakes, not just the score. A child who spells every sound but picks the 
wrong pattern (for example -able where the word needs -ible, or one s in discussion) 
knows the sounds and needs more practice with the pattern or rule.

• Put missed words on next week’s list as extra practice, and add the challenge words for 
spellers who got every word right.
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