
Name Date

Spelling Words: Week 29
Words with plurals that keep their Latin and Greek endings, as in cacti, larvae, 
oases and bacteria. 5th grade

1. cacti

2. fungi

3. radii

4. nuclei

5. stimuli

6. larvae

7. antennae

8. vertebrae

9. algae

10. crises

11. oases

12. axes

13. phenomena

14. criteria

15. bacteria

Challenge words: alumni appendices millennia

Bold letters show this week’s spelling pattern. Challenge words follow the same pattern; 
they are extra, for spellers who are ready for more.

Spelling tip
Some words from Latin and Greek keep their old plural endings. Words ending in -us 
often change to -i (cactus, cacti). Words ending in -a often add an e (larva, larvae). 
Words ending in -is change to -es (oasis, oases). Words ending in -on or -um change to -
a (phenomenon, phenomena; bacterium, bacteria).

Practice at home Test day: 

Monday Read the list. Spell each word out loud, then write it once.

Tuesday Rainbow write: trace each word, then write it on your own.

Wednesday Sort the words by pattern. Fill in the missing letters.

Thursday Put the words in ABC order. Finish the sentences.

Friday Spelling test. You’ve got this!
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Name Date

Rainbow Write: Week 29
Trace each word three times, in three colors. Then write it on your own.

1. 9.

2. 10.

3. 11.

4. 12.

5. 13.

6. 14.

7. 15.

8.
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Name Date

Word Sort: Week 29
Read each word. Write it under its spelling pattern.

Words to sort

radii crises cacti stimuli vertebrae
antennae oases larvae criteria fungi

nuclei phenomena bacteria algae axes

-us to -i cactus, cacti -a to -ae larva, larvae

-is to -es oasis, oases
-on or -um to -a bacterium, 

bacteria

Tip: read each word out loud. Look for the letters it shares with a heading.
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Name Date

Missing Letters: Week 29
Use your spelling words. Write the missing letters. Then write the whole word.

Spelling words

algae antennae axes bacteria cacti
crises criteria fungi larvae nuclei
oases phenomena radii stimuli vertebrae

1. stimul 6. cris 11. oas

2. vertebr 7. cact 12. ax

3. nucle 8. antenn 13. bacteri

4. larv 9. fung 14. alg

5. phenomen 10. radi 15. criteri
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Name Date

ABC Order: Week 29
Write the words in ABC order. When the first letters match, keep going letter by letter 
until one is different.

a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z

fungi radii algae nuclei

captain vertebrae larvae crises

stimuli criteria cacti antennae

1. 7.

2. 8.

3. 9.

4. 10.

5. 11.

6. 12.

Tip: cross out each word in the box as you write it.

everyworksheet.com



Name Date

Spelling Sentences: Week 29
Read each sentence. Write the spelling word that fits.

Use these words

vertebrae cacti phenomena algae bacteria
larvae fungi antennae axes oases

1. Two tall  grew in the desert sand.

2. Mushrooms are  that often grow on damp, rotting logs.

3. Caterpillars are the  of butterflies and moths.

4. The ant waved its two  to smell the air.

5. The bones in your spine are called .

6. Green, slimy  covered the top of the pond.

7. The camels rested at two desert  with water and palms.

8. A graph has two , one across and one up and down.

9. Strep throat is caused by .

10. Rainbows and lightning are natural .

Your turn: write a sentence with two of your other spelling words.

everyworksheet.com



Name Date

Spot the Misspelling: Week 29
One spelling word in each sentence is spelled wrong. Circle it. Write it correctly on the 
line.

1. Mushrooms and molds are types of fungie.

2. A circle has many radi of equal length.

3. Most cells in your body have nucli.

4. Our eyes and ears react to many stimuly.

5. Mosquito larvea wiggle in still water.

6. Ants use their antenae to smell and touch.

7.
Your spine is made of small bones called 
vertabrae.

8. Travelers in the Sahara stop at oasises for water.

9. The x and y axses meet at zero on a graph.

10. Eclipses are amazing phenomina to watch.
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Name Date

Spelling Test: Week 29
Listen to each word. Write it on the line.

1. 9.

2. 10.

3. 11.

4. 12.

5. 13.

6. 14.

7. 15.

8.

Listen to each sentence. Write it.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Score:  out of 15

everyworksheet.com



Answer key For the teacher or parent

Word Sort: Week 29
Each word under its spelling pattern.

Words to sort

radii crises cacti stimuli vertebrae
antennae oases larvae criteria fungi

nuclei phenomena bacteria algae axes

-us to -i cactus, cacti -a to -ae larva, larvae

-is to -es oasis, oases
-on or -um to -a bacterium, 

bacteria
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Missing Letters: Week 29
The missing letters and the whole words.

Spelling words

algae antennae axes bacteria cacti
crises criteria fungi larvae nuclei
oases phenomena radii stimuli vertebrae

1. stimul i
6. cris e s

11. oas e s

2. vertebr a e
7. cact i

12. ax e s

3. nucle i 8. antenn a e
13. bacteri a

4. larv a e
9. fung i

14. alg a e

5. phenomen a
10. radi i 15. criteri a
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

ABC Order: Week 29
The words in ABC order. Review words from other weeks: captain.

a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z

fungi radii algae nuclei

captain vertebrae larvae crises

stimuli criteria cacti antennae

1. 7.

2. 8.

3. 9.

4. 10.

5. 11.

6. 12.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Spelling Sentences: Week 29
The word that fits each sentence.

Use these words

vertebrae cacti phenomena algae bacteria
larvae fungi antennae axes oases

1. Two tall  grew in the desert sand.

2. Mushrooms are  that often grow on damp, rotting logs.

3. Caterpillars are the  of butterflies and moths.

4. The ant waved its two  to smell the air.

5. The bones in your spine are called .

6. Green, slimy  covered the top of the pond.

7. The camels rested at two desert  with water and palms.

8. A graph has two , one across and one up and down.

9. Strep throat is caused by .

10. Rainbows and lightning are natural .

Your turn: write a sentence with two of your other spelling words.

Answers will vary. Check the spelling words, a capital letter at the start and an end mark.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Spot the Misspelling: Week 29
The misspelled word circled, and the right spelling.

1. Mushrooms and molds are types of fungie .

2. A circle has many radi  of equal length.

3. Most cells in your body have nucli .

4. Our eyes and ears react to many stimuly .

5. Mosquito larvea  wiggle in still water.

6. Ants use their antenae  to smell and touch.

7.
Your spine is made of small bones called 
vertabrae .

8.
Travelers in the Sahara stop at oasises  for 
water.

9. The x and y axses  meet at zero on a graph.

10. Eclipses are amazing phenomina  to watch.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Spelling Test: Week 29
Read each word, say it in a short sentence, then read it again.

1. cacti 6. oases 11. larvae

2. fungi 7. bacteria 12. axes

3. criteria 8. crises 13. radii

4. nuclei 9. algae 14. stimuli

5. vertebrae 10. phenomena 15. antennae

Sentences to read aloud Read each one twice. Spelling words are in bold.

1. Two cacti grew near the oases.
2. Some bacteria help us digest our food.
3. Green algae grew on the sides of the fish tank.
4. Many cacti grow in the hot desert.

Checking the test

• Give one point for each word spelled correctly. The sentences are a bonus: look for the 
spelling words, a capital letter at the start, an end mark and spaces between words.

• Look at the mistakes, not just the score. A child who spells every sound but picks the 
wrong pattern (for example -able where the word needs -ible, or one s in discussion) 
knows the sounds and needs more practice with the pattern or rule.

• Put missed words on next week’s list as extra practice, and add the challenge words for 
spellers who got every word right.
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