
Name Date

Spelling Words: Week 29
Words with plurals that keep their Latin and Greek endings, as in cacti, larvae, 
oases and bacteria. 5th grade

1. cacti

2. fungi

3. radii

4. nuclei

5. stimuli

6. larvae

7. antennae

8. vertebrae

9. algae

10. crises

11. oases

12. axes

13. phenomena

14. criteria

15. bacteria

Challenge words: alumni appendices millennia

Bold letters show this week’s spelling pattern. Challenge words follow the same pattern; 
they are extra, for spellers who are ready for more.

Spelling tip
Some words from Latin and Greek keep their old plural endings. Words ending in -us 
often change to -i (cactus, cacti). Words ending in -a often add an e (larva, larvae). 
Words ending in -is change to -es (oasis, oases). Words ending in -on or -um change to -
a (phenomenon, phenomena; bacterium, bacteria).

Practice at home Test day: 

Monday Read the list. Spell each word out loud, then write it once.

Tuesday Rainbow write: trace each word, then write it on your own.

Wednesday Sort the words by pattern. Fill in the missing letters.

Thursday Put the words in ABC order. Finish the sentences.

Friday Spelling test. You’ve got this!
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