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Suffixes Chart: -ful, -less, -ly, -er, -est

A suffix goes at the end of a word and changes its meaning.

help + ful care + ful
-ful
full of helpful careful
fear + less help + less
-less
without fearless helpless
quick + ly soft + ly

_ly

in away quickly softly

tall + er fast + er
-er
more taller faster
tall + est fast + est
-est
the most tallest fastest

joy + ful

joyful

end + less

endless

brave + ly

bravely

small + er

smaller

small + est

smallest

Find the base word first, then the suffix. -er compares two things (taller); -est compares
three or more (tallest). -er can also mean a person who does something: teach + er =

teacher.
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