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Using a Glossary: Fossils
A glossary is a small dictionary at the back of a book. Read this glossary from a book 
about fossils. Answer the questions.

Glossary from Fossil Hunters

amber: sticky tree resin that turned hard long ago; it sometimes holds a 
trapped insect

page 16

extinct: no longer living anywhere on Earth page 21
fossil: what is left of a plant or animal that lived long ago, kept in rock page 3
imprint: a mark pressed into mud that later turns to rock page 9
mold: a hollow space in rock shaped like a plant or animal page 10
paleontologist: a scientist who studies fossils page 6
sediment: sand, mud and bits of rock carried by water or wind page 12
skeleton: the bones that hold up an animal's body page 18
trace fossil: a sign that an animal was there, like a footprint page 14
unearth: to dig something up out of the ground page 7

1. What does extinct mean?

2. On what page can you read about amber?

3. Who studies fossils?

4. Which word means to dig something up?

5. Which comes first in the glossary: mold or imprint?

6. Is a footprint a skeleton or a trace fossil?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Using a Glossary: Fossils
The answers, from the glossary.

Glossary from Fossil Hunters

amber: sticky tree resin that turned hard long ago; it sometimes holds a 
trapped insect

page 16

extinct: no longer living anywhere on Earth page 21
fossil: what is left of a plant or animal that lived long ago, kept in rock page 3
imprint: a mark pressed into mud that later turns to rock page 9
mold: a hollow space in rock shaped like a plant or animal page 10
paleontologist: a scientist who studies fossils page 6
sediment: sand, mud and bits of rock carried by water or wind page 12
skeleton: the bones that hold up an animal's body page 18
trace fossil: a sign that an animal was there, like a footprint page 14
unearth: to dig something up out of the ground page 7

1. What does extinct mean?

no longer living anywhere on Earth

2. On what page can you read about amber?

16

3. Who studies fossils?

a paleontologist

4. Which word means to dig something up?

unearth

5. Which comes first in the glossary: mold or imprint?

imprint

6. Is a footprint a skeleton or a trace fossil?

a trace fossil
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