
Name Date

Vocabulary Cards: Set 1
 Cut on the dashed lines. Read the word, its meaning and the 

sentence. Precise action words

trudge

to walk slowly with heavy steps, as if 
tired.

We had to trudge through deep snow to 
reach the cabin.

scurry

to run with quick, short steps.

Mice scurry into their holes when the cat 
comes near.

glance

to look at something quickly.

Glance at the clock to see if it is time to go.

clutch

to hold something tightly.

Clutch the rail as you walk down the icy 
steps.

mutter

to speak quietly and unclearly, often 
when upset.

I heard my brother mutter something about 
chores.

stumble

to trip or almost fall while walking.

Watch for roots so you don't stumble on 
the trail.

hesitate

to stop or wait because you are not 
sure.

Don't hesitate to ask for help.

snatch

to grab something quickly.

The gull tried to snatch my sandwich.

stroll

to walk in a slow, relaxed way.

We like to stroll through the park after 
dinner.

peer

to look closely at something that is 
hard to see.

I had to peer through the fog to see the 
road.
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Name Date

Vocabulary Cards: Set 2
 Cut on the dashed lines. Read the word, its meaning and the 

sentence. Feelings and states of being

frustrated

upset because you can't do or change 
something.

I felt frustrated when my kite kept 
crashing.

relieved

glad because a worry or problem is 
gone.

I was relieved to find my lost dog.

reluctant

not wanting to do something.

My brother was reluctant to jump into the 
cold lake.

astonished

very surprised.

We were astonished to see snow in May.

ashamed

feeling bad about something you did 
wrong.

He felt ashamed after he broke his promise.

overwhelmed

feeling that there is too much to deal 
with.

I felt overwhelmed by all my chores.

embarrassed

feeling silly or uncomfortable in front 
of others.

I was embarrassed when I tripped on stage.

gloomy

dark and sad.

The gloomy weather made everyone want 
to stay inside.

startled

suddenly surprised or scared.

The startled deer leaped into the woods.

sincere

honest; meaning what you say.

She gave me a sincere apology.
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Name Date

Vocabulary Cards: Set 3
 Cut on the dashed lines. Read the word, its meaning and the sentence. School words

analyze

to study something closely to 
understand it.

Scientists analyze the results of their 
experiments.

contrast

to show how things are different.

Contrast a frog and a toad.

infer

to figure something out from clues.

From her muddy boots, I infer that she 
walked in the rain.

accurate

correct and exact.

Use a ruler to make an accurate 
measurement.

convince

to make someone believe or agree.

I tried to convince my parents to get a cat.

process

a set of steps that leads to a result.

Making paper is a long process.

feature

an important part of something.

A glossary is a feature at the back of many 
nonfiction books.

source

where something comes from.

The sun is our main source of light.

paraphrase

to say something again in your own 
words.

Paraphrase the paragraph in one sentence.

context

the words around a word that help 
show what it means.

Use the context to figure out what a new 
word means.
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Name Date

Vocabulary Cards: Set 4
 Cut on the dashed lines. Read the word, its meaning and the 

sentence. Nature and the environment

species

a group of living things of the same 
kind.

The blue jay is one species of bird.

predator

an animal that hunts other animals for 
food.

The hawk is a predator of mice.

ecosystem

all the living and nonliving things in an 
area and how they work together.

A pond is a small ecosystem.

pollution

harmful things in the air, water or 
land.

Trash in the river causes pollution.

endangered

in danger of dying out.

Some kinds of sea turtles are endangered.

conservation

protecting nature and using it 
carefully.

Conservation helps keep forests healthy.

population

the number of people or animals living 
in a place.

The deer population grew after a mild 
winter.

organism

any living thing.

A tree, a mushroom and a worm are each an 
organism.

native

living or growing naturally in a place.

The saguaro cactus is native to the Sonoran 
Desert.

extinct

no longer living anywhere on Earth.

Dinosaurs are extinct.
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